
General Comments(about Mormons)
· Mormonism is viewed as the American religion- a focus on individualism and family, reflects many of the American ideals

· Definition: A pseudo-Christian cult is defined as a group who reinterprets the Bible to pervert or distort the basic doctrines of the Christian faith. The two most common examples are the J.W.’s and Mormonism.  Such cults arise because they doubt the reliability of the Bible, clarity of the Bible, and the finality of the Bible. 

History

- Joseph Smith claimed that, when he was 14, he was visited by God and Jesus Christ, who informed him that the modern Christian church had corrupted the truth.  To reestablish true religion on earth, new revelation was needed, revelation that was given to Smith in the form of golden plates (1823).  Joseph Smith translated the golden plates which were written in “reformed Egyptian” and the result was the Book of Mormon.  However, no credible linguist thinks that such a language existed.  

· Mormons (Joseph Smith) believed that total apostasy overcame the early church after the death of the last apostle.  Moreover, the Mormons believe that their church is the restored church.
· Joseph Smith (Mormonism) distorted the truth of/misinterpreted Galatians 1:6-8 and 2 Thessalonians 2:3.  2 Thessalonians does not say there would be a total apostasy of the entire church, but rather was referring to a specific, distinguishable apostasy that is still to come: the end-time apostasy that occurs before the second coming of Christ.  The “man of lawlessness” referred to in this passage is the Antichrist.  Eisegesis refers to reading a meaning into the text of Scripture.  Exegesis refers to deriving a meaning from the text.  Mormons often engage in eisegesis.
Bible
· Mormons believe in the Bible but also the Pearl of Great Price, The Doctrines and Covenants, Book of Mormon, and additional revelation.
· Mormons must be shown that the Bible is trustworthy, inspired and inerrant.  Usually the way to go about this is 1. God is true (Romans 3:4) 2. God breathed out Scripture (2 Timothy 3:16) Therefore, the Scriptures are true.
· The Bible has strong manuscript support, making Mormon claims of poor transmission through the centuries false.  There are more than 24,000 partial and complete manuscript copies of the New Testament.  
· Interesting point: There are some 86,000 quotes of the New Testament in the writings of the early church fathers.  In fact, there are enough quotations from the early church fathers that even if we did not have a single Bible manuscript, scholars could still reconstruct all but 11 verses of the New Testament.
Salvation, Eternal Life, and Forgiveness

-When Mormons talk about salvation, eternal life, and heaven, they completely redefine these words to fit their cultic theology. 

     ~General salvation: consists in the mere fact of being resurrected.  Salvation is synonymous with immortality.  This kind of salvation eventually will come to all mankind EXCEPT the sons of perdition

    ~Individual salvation: that which man merits through his own acts through life and by obedience  to the laws and ordinances of the gospel.  It consists in gaining an inheritance in the highest of all three heavens within the celestial kingdom.

-In Mormon theology, having an eternal family (the union of a celestial husband and wife) enables a person to have spiritual children for all eternity.  Eventually these spirit-children will have the opportunity to gain godhood and procreate their own spirit-children.  It is an endless cycle of procreation.  In Mormon theology, attaining eternal life and having an eternal family requires godhood, because only a god can have eternal life and only a god can have an eternal family.

- (In the Word), eternal life is always portrayed as something received by faith in Christ, not something that is achieved or worked for.  Moreover, eternal life is not just quantitative (in that it lasts forever), it is also qualitative (having fellowship with God both now and forever)

-Pre-mortality, mortality, post-mortality

     ~From the moment of birth, people are born not only with the capacity to choose, but that capacity is itself inclined toward doing good.  The concept of a human being's right to choose between good and evil is called agency.

    ~ Spirit-children begin progressing toward godhood in the pre-mortal state.  Mormons believe that their being born on earth is a sign that they used their agency wisely in preexistence.  They claim that the fact that they are here on earth and have mortal bodies shows that they chose to follow Jesus Christ and the Heavenly Father in their pre-earth life.

    ~ Mortality: the earthly life serves as a testing for Mormons because the person now has a physical body.  In the physical body they are to face and overcome physical temptation -> they make progress toward godhood.

-Mormon understanding of Adam's fall, original sin, atonement, grace, and forgiveness
In Mormon theology, Adam and Eve were not yet "mortal" prior to the Fall.  The interpret "mortal" not in the sense of death and dying but primarily in the sense of having the capability to bear children.  When Adam and Eve sinned, they became mortal at that point and could bear children.  So, from the Mormon perspective, the Fall was good.  This Mormon view is a distortion of the biblical account, as God commanded Adam and Eve to be fruitful and multiply immediately after He created them (Genesis 1:28).  For Mormons, the Fall was seen as a necessary, honorable act in carrying out God's plan; the fall of man came as a blessing in disguise.  (compare to Romans 5)

It is said that complete forgiveness is reserved for those only who turn their whole hearts to the Lord and begin to keep all of his commandments.  Moreover, forgiveness in Mormonism requires that the believer engage in good works.  This is a great contrast to the forgiveness we find in Scripture.  Some passages to share: Psalm 32:1-2, Psalm 103:11-12, Micah 7:19, Ephesians 1:7, Hebrews 10:17-18. 

Questions  

1. Can you see the difference between the Mormon concept of forgiveness and the Bible's?

2. Can I share with you what it's like to know that all your sins are forgiven? Lead into brief testimony

3. How do you reconcile the Mormon view that there is no original sin with Romans 5 (vv.12,19)?

4. According to Genesis 3:16-19, did God think it was good for Adam and Eve to disobey Him?

Heavens

-Mormons believe that people will end up in one of four places: the celestial kingdom, the terrestrial kingdom, the telestial kingdom, or the "outer darkness".  A person's level of worthiness determines which of these four realms he or she ends up in. (worthy vs. deserving)

In the celestial kingdom people will live with the Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ.  In this kingdom are three levels: the highest level, the middle level, and the lowest level.  The highest level involves exaltation and godhood.  On this level, a person has an eternal family and gives birth to spiritual-children.  The terrestrial kingdom is reserved for non-Mormons who live moral lives as well as for "less than valiant" Mormons(those who do not live up to the church's expectations or requirements; the lukewarm Mormons.  No one is married in this kingdom). The telestial kingdom is the lowest kingdom.

·  1 Corinthians 15:39-50 is what Mormons base the three kingdoms on.  CAUTION.  The Mormon may bring up the reference to the sun, moon, and stars in 1 Corinthians 15:41, pointing to how each of these have a different level of glory and splendor.  Contextually, all Paul is saying is that the differences in splendor between earthly “bodies” (animals, birds, fish-verse 39) and heavenly “bodies” (sun, moon, stars-verse 41) serve as an illustration of the incredible difference in splendor between an earthly human body and heavenly resurrected human body.   
· There are three “heavens” mentioned in the Bible-the atmospheric heaven (Deut. 11:11), the starry heaven (Genesis 1:14), and the highest heaven-God’s realm where believers go upon death (Isaiah 63:15).  Paul refers to this last heaven in 2 Corinthians 12:2.  In Hebrews 4:14, however, it speaks of Christ having “passed through the heavens” (NASB).  Ephesians 4:10 says  “ascended higher than all the heavens” (ESV). 
· All believers will be where Christ is.  In John 10:16, Jesus affirms that all who believe in Him will be in “one fold” under “one shepherd”.  There are not three separate folds or flocks.  One kingdom, one King.  All unbelievers will suffer eternity in hell.
Witnessing

· They stay in pairs at all times so that neither will waver or compromise his faith.  One tends to be more experienced and the other one is more naive.  They have been instructed not to argue or to read or view non-Mormon material.
· If the Mormon to whom you are speaking says that certain parts of the Bible are unreliable.  Ask him to specifically point out ALL the verses in the Bible that contain mistakes, and tell him you will avoid these verses in the discussion that will follow.  Most of the time, the Mormon will not be able to point out a specific verse.  But if they do cite a verse or two, stay away from those verses and base the following discussion on other verses.  Let the Mormon know that since they mentioned ONLY these verses (or no verse at all), the rest of the Bible is fair game for discussion. [what will the person accept as evidence?]
1) Identify with the Mormons

They are people before they are cultists.  They have families, they have frustrations and fears, they have needs, and they are brothers and sisters in Adam, though not in Christ.  In Adam, all of us share a common heritage.

2) Labor Persistently with the Mormons

3) Set the ground rules: You don’t want to victimize yourself and expose yourself to unsound doctrine.  Also, they don't need the reinforcement of restating their system again and reassuring themselves by our inability to respond adequately to it.

-talk about the distinctives of the Christian faith rather than secondary issues (polygamy, Joseph Smith)

· salvation by grace through faith, no works added (Mormons are strong on baptism and works)
· Christian view and definition of grace versus the Mormon’s
· Is the Bible the Word of God?
· they believe that you should pray and go on the “burning in the bosom”.
· my God can keep the Word true, why couldn’t your god preserve the word though the Bible was written by fallible men.
-do not persecute but rather destroy their arguments
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