Jehovah’s Witnesses

Language Barrier

· When dealing with many cults, they often use similar terminology as regular Christians. However, they avoid the actual definition of the word and have replaced it with their own definition. Often times, it will seem like they know what you are talking about but they have something completely different in mind.

· Read The Kingdom of the Cults page 33

Psychological Barrier

· Jehovah’s Witnesses are conditioned to have an intense dislike for Christians (The Kingdom of the Cults pg. 40-43)

· “Us against the world” mentality

· Not allowed to read any non-Jehovah’s Witness text

History
· Founder was a self-proclaimed pastor named Charles Taze Russell who was money-hungry, power-hungry, and full of contradictions. He claimed that it was impossible to understand the Bible without his commentary (Pg. 57)

· Prophesied that Jesus would return in 1914, but Jesus did not return, Jehovah’s Witnesses claim that He came back invisibly and His spirit is here.

Theological Differences and Biblical Misrepresentations

1. Jehovah is the true name of God.

· In actuality, the name of God is spelled with Hebrew consonants YHWH or JHVD. In Hebrew, any vowels can be put in between those consonants to make any combination of names. Their claim is an arrogant, misinformed claim.

2. Jesus is NOT the Son of God, even though he is very important.

· They claim that He is the “firstborn” of God, a creation of God (Col. 1:15; Rev. 3:14).

· Unfortunately for them, the Bible speaks numerous times of the deity of Christ: Isaiah 9:6, Micah 5:2, Isaiah 7:14, John 1:14, 8:58, 17:5, Hebrews 1:3, Philippians 2:11, Colossians 2:9, Revelation 1:8, 17-18

· Colossians 1:15 states that Christ is the “firstborn of every creature” but this by no means indicates that Christ was a created being. First of all, He is the firstborn because He is the new Creation conceived without sin (Luke 1:35), the second Adam, the fulfillment of the divine promise of the God-man, and the Redeemer of the world. He is also the “firstborn” from the dead, that is, the first one to rise in a glorified body. 

· Revelation 3:14 says that Christ is the “beginning of the creation of God”. The Greek word for creation is arche, which means origin. More accurately, this means that Jesus is the “origin” or “source” of the creation of God.

3. The concept of the trinity is manmade and incorrect. 

· They believe that John 1:1-3 is mistranslated. According to them, the concept of the trinity is too confusing for it to be correct (God would not confuse us in this way).

· “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was a god”
· To them, the Holy Spirit is not a person of the trinity, but rather a controlled force that God uses. 

· Some arguments against these claims are: John 14:26; 16:7-4, Genesis 18:20; 19:24; Isaiah 9:6; Micah 5:2; Genesis 1:26)

· The Holy Spirit is referred to as a person and He has an identity and personality. In Acts 5:3-4. Peter accuses Ananias of lying to the Holy Spirit, who he declares to be God. In Acts 13:2 and 4, the Holy Spirit speaks and sends like a PERSON.

4. Jesus comes back not as a human but a glorious spirit person. He is invisible.

5. Non-believers’ souls are annihilated, not thrown into hell. 

· They believe that the soul and body are one and cannot be separated, rendering the soul to be destructible. They interpret the Greek and Hebrew word for death as extinction or unconsciousness; this is inconsistent with the Bible. 

· The Bible portrays death as separation.

· Some texts that argue against Jehovah’s Witnesses include: Isaiah 55:3; Matthew 17:3; 1 Samuel 28:18-19; Acts 7:59; Isaiah 57:16; Zechariah 12:1; Galatians 6:8.

6. Only 144,000 will be part of the kingdom of heaven

· This is a completely gross misinterpretation of Revelation. If only 144,000 were saved, then revelation is only referring to the Jews in that text.

7. The Atonement was not wholly of God but rather half of God and half of man.

· Jesus removed the effects of Adam’s sin by His sacrifice on Calvary, but the work will not be fully completed until the survivors of Armageddon return to God through free will and become subject to the Theocratic rule of Jehovah.
